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Installation Overview             
There are two software elements that constitute 

your FlightScope operating system.  

� The first is the Firmware, which is the 

program that resides in your FlightScope 

Sensor, and does the actual 

measurements and makes the results 

available to your computer. 

� The second is the FlightScope Software. 

It is installed in your computer, and 

receives the results from the FlightScope 

Sensor. It displays these results on your 

screen in the various formats that 

enable you to use them. 

Both these two elements need to be correctly 

installed and operational for the system to 

work.  

The Firmware comes pre-installed in your 

Sensor. It is updated by EDH as required. New 

versions are made available on the EDH 

website. The FlightScope website has links to 

the latest releases. 

http://www.flightscope.com.au 

The Software must be installed on your 

computer. Latest versions are also made 

available from the EDH website. 

Installation proceeds as follows: 

� The release version of the software is 

installed from the release CD that is 

supplied with your sensor. 

� Then the USB cable is connected so as to 

enable your computer to install the USB 

drivers. 

� Then, and only then can your FlightScope 

be powered up. Your FlightScope can be 

damaged if you connect, or disconnect, 

the communications cable while it is 

powered up. Always power down before 

connecting or disconnecting the 

communications cable. 

� Now the release version of the software 

can be uninstalled and the latest 

version from the website can be 
installed. 

� Finally, the latest version of the 

Firmware can be downloaded from 
the website and installed into the 

sensor. 

Installation Prerequisites 
Almost any modern entry level computer will 

suffice. However, for indoor/outdoor operation 

the Sony VAIO VGNFS25GP or VGNFS28GP with 

“Clear Bright” display technology are highly 

recommended. Details can be found on the 

FlightScope website.  

In addition, it is highly recommended that 

Windows XP Pro be the installed operating 

system. 

One further requirement is that the default 

96dpi fonts be operational, or else, the 

FlightScope screen will be incorrectly rendered. 

Installation Procedure - 
Software  
The first step is to install the release 

FlightScope Pro software from the CD supplied 

with the sensor. 

� You need to be logged in to your system 

with Administrator privileges. 

� Do not connect the FlightScope 

Connector cable until the software 

installation is complete. 

� Place the CD in the drive.  

� The installation utility should auto start. 

If it does not, open the drive from your 

“My Computer” icon. 

� The following screen appears. Click on 

the “Install” link. 

 

� This will guide the normal install 

procedure for a Windows package. 

� When this is complete, plug your USB 

cable into a USB port on your computer. 

Do not connect the cable to your 
FlightScope at this stage. 
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� The operating system will identify the 

presence of new USB devices, and will 

automatically install the appropriate 

drivers. 

� You may be prompted to search for 

drivers from the web. Always choose the 

“No” option. 

You may now launch the FlightScope 

software, and get to work using your 

FlightScope. However, there is one critical 

step required before your Software can 

communicate successfully with your Sensor.  

The Software needs to know on which 

communications port the USB system is 

installed. There are a number of ways to 

identify this. The easiest is the following 

procedure. 

� Before you launch FlightScope, go to the 

Start menu of Windows XP. 

� Right Click on the “My Computer” option, 

and then Left Click on the “Properties” 

option. 

� It has a number of options. Click on the 

“Hardware” option. 

� This then gives the next screen. Click on 

the “Device Manager” option. 

 

� The Device Manager appears 

approximately as follows. It allows the 

viewing and setting of the parameters of 

the devices installed in your system. 

 

� You need to click on, and hence expand 

the entry for “Ports (Com & LPT)”. It 

should give you a listing as follows. 

 

 

 

� The entry of interest to you is the one for 

the “CPX210x USB to UART Bridge 

Controller”. In this installation, it is 

connected to Com10. Record this value, 

as it must be used in the setup of the 

FlightScope Software. 

� Now launch FlightScope. It will probably 

complain that it cannot communicate 

with the sensor on Com1, or whatever 

the default is. 

� Press F10 to get advanced options for 

FlightScope.  

� Click on the “Sensor” option, and then on 

the “Com Number” option. Choose the 

correct Com number from the menu. 

(Later versions of FlightScope have an 

“Other” option, which provides a “Find 

Sensors” feature that scans the ports and 

finds the correct com number for you 

automatically.) 

� You are now ready to go. 

Update procedure – Software 
It is highly recommended that you download 

and install the latest “Release Candidate” of the 

FlightScope Software. It has many features that 
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take advantage of new facilities provided by 

your sensor. The procedure is as follows: 

� Visit the FlightScope website and download 

the latest “Release Candidate”. It is in a 

“compressed” folder. Save it to your 

computer. 

� Next, uninstall the existing version of 

flightscope from your computer. Use the 

“Add/Remove Programs” facility in your 

computer’s Control Panel.  It is important 

that the system files that your original 

installation installed into your computer 

should remain. So, when prompted to 

delete files that may no longer be needed, 

click on the “No to all” option. 

� When this is complete, unzip the “Release 

Candidate” you downloaded from the 

website, and launch the Setup utility. 

� When this is complete, you are ready to go. 

Firmware Installation Procedure 
Finally, it is recommended that you download 

and install the latest version of the FlightScope 

Pro Firmware. 

� Visit the FlightScope website and download 

the latest version of the Firmware. It is in a 

“compressed” folder. Save it to your 

computer. 

� Be sure that the FlightScope Software” is 

NOT running, and that the Sensor is 

correctly connected to the computer and is 

powered up. 

� Next, uncompress the folder you 

downloaded and launch the setup utility. It 

will be named something like this. 

“FlightScopeFirmwareUpdatePack” 

� The utility will then  

o extract the “images”,  

o search the ports to find the 

Sensor, and 

o download the “images” to the 

sensor. 

� You will then be asked to cycle the power 

of the sensor. 

� You are now ready to go.   

 

 

 


